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in 1818, had suffered considerable damage at the hands of ignorant
villagers and amateur archaeologists. There was consequently much
misconception about their dates. Sir John Marshall's researches
have settled the entire chronology with precision, and the visitor to
these monuments may now in the course of a few hours acquaint
himself with the history of this site and the various styles of art
and architecture that prevailed in these parts during the 1,400 years
that Sanchi was in a flourishing condition.

When Sir John Marshall started his excavation on this site in
1912, only a few of the buildings were visible above the debris. The
total number of buildings now on view is 51, all of which, with the
exception of Stupa No. 2, are situated on the top of the hill and
surrounded by a solid stone wall erected about the eleventh cen-
tury A.D. and extensively repaired by Colonel Cole in 1883. These
monuments on the summit are divisible into three separate groups.
The Great Stupa, or Stupa No. i, which occupies the middle portion
of the central area, consists, as now restored, of a large hemispheric
dome of stone masonry, about 120 feet in diameter and 54 feet in
height, with a lofty berm around its base, which was approached by a
double flight of steps on the south side and flanked by a low balus-
trade. There was at the ground level a much more massive railing
to enclose a lower circumambulatory passage. The original stupa
on this site was a nearly hemispheric dome of brick of about half
the diameter of the present stupa and probably one of the tradi-
tional 84,000 stupas ascribed to Asoka. This brick stupa had a
wooden railing around it and a stone umbrella of the typical Asokan
technique at its top, pieces of which were recovered in the course
of the excavation. Cunningham and Maisey, who explored the
interior of the stupa by a shaft sunk from top to the ground level,
found neither a relic chamber nor a deposit of any kind. This
original stupa is supposed to have been destroyed by Pushyamitra